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about their human cattle9. And he asserted that the only
possible policy for the proletariat to pursue was to
oppose all national defence without discrimination.
Moreover he was confident that this war meant
revolution.
His words were soon justified by events. The internal
disintegration of the Empire was accelerated by defeat-
ism. Treason, spying and extortion were rife on every
hand. The morale of the troops and of the population
grew feebler month by month. The Duma was not to be
trusted. The Tsar, though full of good intentions, was
deserted and powerless. The majority of the aristocracy
and the upper middle classes had abandoned him.
Everyone was plotting for his own ends: some wanted
a regency, others a republic.
On the 6th March it was 43 degrees below freezing point
at St. Petersburg. All the hot water pipes had burst, trains
were at a standstill. No corn was coming into the city.
Nevertheless, in socialist circles there was never less idea
of a revolution. On the morning of the 8th March, a
certain Kerensky, a social-revolutionary deputy, asserted
that a rising was impossible at the moment.
Nevertheless, at noon it broke out without the slightest
warning. The workmen downed tools and went and
looted the bakers5 shops. On the gth, all the suburbs
followed suit. The garrison consisted of a hundred
thousand men. But the Cossacks fired on the police,
instead of charging the mob. Most of the regiments
started fraternizing with the demonstrators. In a hundred
hours, the Tzarist regime was overthrown by an
irresistible onslaught. On the nth, Nicholas II abdi-
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